Mrs. Striker spoke of her emigration to the United States in 1938. She and George struggled at first to find suitable work (for a short while she ironed shirts for famed physicist Leo Szilard), but soon in Chicago she found a position in chemistry and George was employed as a research physicist in radio. In 1948 George decided to return to Hungary because he felt he could be of greater use in a small rather than in a large country. Mrs. Striker mentioned that George had strong socialist beliefs, quite at odds with the views of Michael Polanyi, but that their political differences were never a source of friction between them. At any rate, George ' s political views and some feeling of guilt about coming from a wealthy family contributed to his decision to return to Hungary, and Barbara went along as a devoted wife. The years of harsh communist rule soon beset them. The Hungarian authorities were suspicious of anyone who would voluntarily move from the United States to Hungary, so George was kept under constant surveillance, the Strikers later learned.
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Barbara Striker worked in Hungary for a non-governmental society that facilitated international sharing of scientific and technical information. After helping it grow substantially, she retired in 1976. Now she and Eva Striker Zeisel are the last living members of their generation. Mrs. Striker confirmed my suggestion that Koestler had long lasting and deep feelings for Eva, and indeed supported the review's general portrayal of Koestler.
As I readied to depart, she entrusted me with her only copy (the only copy?) of the most detailed Polanyi family tree of which I am aware. As I made photocopies of the document, I recalled with gratitude a very special evening visit.
The second letter is from Bela Hidegkuti, a Hungarian living in Australia since 1956. It is largely self explanatory. Hidegkuti's 1995 article on the Koestler-Polanyi relationship appeared in volume 4:4 of Polanyiana (pp. 8-31) and includes extensive excerpts for the letters of each man. I appreciate receiving Mr. Hidegkuti's permission to print his interesting observations.
April, 2003 To the Editors of Tradition and Discovery:
The following are remarks and corrections to the review by Walter Gulick of David Cesarani's Arthur Koestler: The Homeless Mind.
Page 51, paragraph beginning with "The coup de grace" Eva Striker, the daughter of Laura Polanyi Striker, related her "experiences" in Soviet prisons to Koestler-but not as it is stated in this chapter. Eva Striker became the Arts Director of the Dulevo Porcelain Factory near Moscow, where she designed several beautiful sets. She was arrested in May, 1936-taken into prison from the home of her brother, who was a specialist in charge of the Patent Department of the Invention Office headed by Gyula Hevesi, a former official of the 1919 Hungarian Council Republic, in whose apartment Eva sublet a room before moving to her brother's place. Eva was not charged with spying and sabotage but with belonging to a subversive group whose aim was to kill Stalin. According to the testimony of the group's leader, she was assigned to commit the killing. At the search of her former room at the Hevesi place, they found the revolver with which "she intended to do the killing." She surmised that what they "found" was planted evidence.
Of course she denied without results all these charges she was confronted with by her investigator or by her denouncer. She stated she was an artist solely interested to prove that one can produce beautiful articles in a socialist country.
At times she was in cells with common criminals, but most of the time she was held in solitary cells. At one time her investigator pressured her to sign an untrue statement by threatening her if she does not sign it, she will rot in the prison all her life without trial.
The night after the signing she slashed her wrists with a razor hidden in her shoe heel, which she got from one of her former inmates. The woman warden saved her life and Eva related to her the reason why she 7
wanted to commit suicide. The warden told her she should address a letter of complaint to Stalin against her investigator, and as a matter of fact he was recalled (a usual procedure, of course). After that she was never forced to sign any falsehood.
She was not "freed from the USSR," nor was she released from prison with the help of her separated husband (Alex Weissberg) and the Austrian consul, but with the very brave help of her mother, who collected affidavits from famous scientists-among them the world known physicist Kapitca. She was released from prison and directly from there expelled and put on a train to Vienna, where her brother-my husband-and I met her. The very first night she related to us all the above.
Moreover, Weissberg, who was also arrested in Charkow (Kharkov), was not freed with the help of Koestler and Polanyi but in 1939, after the Nazi-Soviet pact signed by Ribbentropp and Molotov during the occupation of Poland. He was taken to the Soviet-German border of Poland and was delivered by the Soviets to the hands of the Gestapo. An Austrian Communist scientist, Weissberg escaped with the help of the Polish underground to Sweden before Germany invaded the USSR.
Page 51, paragraphs 3-4, "Who is Vera?" Vera is Adolf Polanyi's eldest offspring-she was born in 1908 and not in 1909-and certainly could be around Laura Polanyi-Striker's school-but she was not the person whom Koestler as a grown-up met at several places and times in his life.
Page 52
Eva Striker Zeisel was not only teaching porcelain design in the Pratt Institute in New York, but she was a very sought art designer of porcelain and ceramic articles and sets in many famous manufacturing plants in the USA and Europe. And, by the way, while she truly did not identify herself with the extreme views of Koestler, they met often until his death.
Eva Striker Zeisel visited Hungary in the 1960s. At that time she met Gyula Hevesi again (who, by the way, spent the years between 1938-46 in Soviet prisons and gulags in Siberia) and from him she received the fact that at the time of search in his apartment in 1936, the NKWD found in Eva's former room Hevesi's 1919 revolver, which he forgot to declare and hid in Eva's room ...
Page 53, from line 7
There is no reference to the status of "Mama Cecil who also never learned good Hungarian." Mama Cecil was born in Vilna, was sent to her father in Vienna, worked there, and met and married P. Michael.
Further it is stated that the Polanyis spoke German at home. Was the author present in their home? All their offspring graduated at Hungarian universities. Laura studied history and English language and literature, and wrote her doctorate work in Hungarian history. They spoke to their mother in German, but otherwise all that time and even later they spoke a beautiful Hungarian.
In Mama Cecil's famous literary salon over many decades the most forward-looking writers and poets, among them Frigyes Karinthy, Gyula Illyes and Attila Jozsef, discussed certainly not only "intellectual issues of the world," but actual Hungarian issues too.
There are therefore many superficial statements and opinions in this review. That is the reason why
